
vii

Contents

List of figures and tables� x

List of abbreviations� xi

Acknowledgements� xiii

About the author� xv

Foreword by Geoff Whitty� xvi

1	 Introduction: Why study law-based education  
reform in England, and how to do so� 1

Part 1: Law-based education reform

2	 Law-based education reform: The term,  
its origins, and its context� 10

3	 Law-based education reform from theory to practice: 
Three cases� 29

4	 From social democracy to neoliberalism?  
From the Education and Inspections Act, 2006, to the 
Education Act, 2011 (they’re not what you think)� 56

Part 2: Who is involved in England’s law-based 
reform, and how?

5	 The map of prominent figures in law-based reform,  
their views, and the roles they play� 81

6	 Ideology and politics, past and present,  
in law-based reform� 100

7	 Tinker, tailor, soldier, spy: Four cases and  
four key figures in law-based reform� 119

8	 The unique driving force of ‘superheads’ in law-based 
reform� 134



viii

Part 3: Analysis and implications of England’s law-
based reform

9	 Legislation’s role, short- and long-term impact, and 
governance� 154

10	Think tanks, local government,  
and the career cycle of players� 178

11	Is legislation the remedy for school reform in England? 
Conclusion, afterthoughts, and insights on fairness and 
equity� 195

Appendix: The methodological–conceptual framework  
and the structure of the study� 209

References� 215

Index� 226


