Contents

Notes on contributors iX
Preface Xiii

1 The judicialization of politics in Asia: towards a framework
of analysis 1
BJORN DRESSEL

PART I
Established democracies 15
2 The judicialization of Japanese politics? 17

TOM GINSBURG AND TOKUJIN MATSUDAIRA

3 Causes and conditions for sustainable judicialization of
politics in Korea 37
JONGCHEOL KIM AND JONGHYUN PARK

4 The judiciary, policy, and politics in India 56
SHYLASHRI SHANKAR

PART II
Fragile and young democracies 77

5 Thailand: judicialization of politics or politicization of the
judiciary? 79
BJORN DRESSEL

6 Indonesia’s constitutional court: conservative activist or
strategic operator? 98
SIMON BUTT



viii  Contents

7 From judicialization to politicization of the judiciary:
the Philippine case
ALEJANDRO N. CIENCIA, JR.

8 The judicialization of politics in Pakistan
CHARLES H. KENNEDY

PART 111
Authoritarian and semi-authoritarian settings

9 China’s Supreme People’s Court within the ‘political-legal
system’
SHUMEI HOU AND RONALD KEITH

10 Cambodia’s judiciary: heading for political judicialization?
KHEANG UN AND SOKBUNTHOEUN SO

11 Malaysia: limited and intermittent judicialization of politics
CHANDRA KANAGASABAI

12 Leadership, law, and legitimacy: reflections on the changing

nature of judicial politics in Asia
HAIG PATAPAN

Index

117

139

161

163

184

202

219

234



